
Food Policy Council
October 1, 2025

 5 - 6 pm



Washington DC and its surrounding areas sit on the ancestral
land of the Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples. We want to
recognize those indigenous peoples and their communities,

along with others across the country, and to lend our voice to
theirs to uplift their past, present, and future communities.

Land Acknowledgment



October Agenda
DC FOOD POLICY COUNCIL

Intro & Icebreaker (5 mins)
CAFB’s 2025 Hunger Report (20 mins)
Community Kitchen Initiative (12 mins)
Agency Updates (20 mins)

DOEE’s Sustainable DC Data Dashboard
DC Health Farmers Market Grants
DLCP Food Business License Update
OP’s Comprehensive Plan update
Nourish DC Grant Opening

Upcoming WG Meetings (3 mins)



Icebreaker
Name, Pronouns

Organization

Favorite Squash &
Way to Eat It























































Martha’s Table &
LEDC’s Community

Kitchen Program































Sustainable DC 

Data Dashboard











Updates on 
Farmers Market

Support &
New Grant Program



Farmers and Retail Market Support (FARMS) 
Grant Program

The Farmers and Retail Market Support
(FARMS) Grant Program will support capacity
building and expand access to, and
awareness of, farmers’ markets, farm stands,
and mobile markets, collectively referred to
as farm retail outlets (FROs), in areas of the
District with limited food access, with
particular emphasis on fruit and vegetable
producers.

Key Details:
NOFA Release Date: Friday, September 26

Available here.
RFA Release Date: Friday, October 10

Pre-Application Conference on 10/10.
Sign up here.

Application Deadline: Wednesday,
November 12 @ 3:00 PM
Award Amount: $25,000 - $50,000
Anticipated # of Awards: Up to 10

Farm Retail Outlet Visibility and Access (FROVA)
Expansion Initiative

The Farm Retail Outlet Visibility and Access
(FROVA) Expansion Initiative aims to increase
the visibility and accessibility of FROs across
the District, with particular emphasis on low
food access areas.

Key Details:
Create a brand toolkit.
Design and implement a citywide
advertising campaign across multiple
media platforms to raise awareness of
FROs.
Engage community partners by producing
and distributing physical marketing
materials for FROs.
Evaluate the implementation and impact
of FROVA.

Interested in reviewing
applications? Email

farmersmarket@dc.gov!

FARMERS MARKET SUPPORT

AMENDMENT ACT

https://communityaffairs.dc.gov/content/community-grant-program#4
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pre-application-conference-for-farmers-and-retail-market-support-farms-tickets-1761315053739?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:farmersmarket@dc.gov


Updates for Food
Business Licensing

from BEST Act

When passed in 2023, most BEST Act requirements 
were set to go into effect on October 1, 2025 



Updates for Food Business
Licensing from BEST Act

Major changes to licensing for Food Businesses
The fees for all food business types besides food vendors are now the same 

6 month license is $49
2 year license is $99  
4 year license is $198

Bakeries, Food Products, Grocery Stores, and Marine Food Product (wholesale) have the same
requirements

Corporate registration, if applicable
Certificate of Occupancy
DC Health Inspection 
Clean Hands Certificate

Caterers, Candy Manufacturers, Delicatessens, Ice Cream Manufacturers, Restaurants, and Marine
Food Products (Retail) have those plus the DC Health Food Manager's Certificate
Food Vending Machines and Mobile Delicatessens have separate requirements

https://dlcp.dc.gov/node/1618631


Updates for Food Business Licensing

Class A vending licenses and Cottage Food Licenses remain
separate processes:

Micro-Enterprise Home Kitchen Class A Vending License: is only
applicable in set District vending zones and requires both a MEHK License

from DC Health and a vending license from DLCP

Cottage food license: is still at DC Health and requires businesses to sell
directly sell certain food products from their residential kitchens and to

sell them to consumers, including through direct, retail (except restaurants
and grocery stores), and online sales.

https://dlcp.dc.gov/page/vendinglicensingsteps
https://dchealth.dc.gov/publication/cottage-food-businesses
https://dchealth.dc.gov/publication/cottage-food-businesses


Entrepreneurship & Food Jobs Working Group
Food Business Licensing Updates

Monday, October 20th, from 1 - 2 pm
DLCP staff will share updates to food business licensing following
the implementation of the BEST Act and DC Health will share the

Micro Enterprise Home Kitchen process for food vendors. 

These lower license prices and streamlined licensing fulfills a
long-term goal of the Food Policy Council to make it easier and

clearer for food businesses to start! 

Register at https://bit.ly/DCFoodBiz2025



DC 2050: Possible Futures
CBO Grant Public Engagement
Grant Open Until Oct 22
Build Your Community
DC 2050 Town Hall - Oct 25



$450,000 in grants are available: 
preference for businesses that are locally owned,

increase access to healthy food, create quality
jobs, and that are located in neighborhoods

lacking access to grocery stores.

Grants Open Now:
Close Nov 2



Grocery stores
Food incubators
Corner stores
Cooperative businesses
Farmers markets

Food delivery businesses
Urban farms
Food processors
Food hubs
Restaurants, and 
Caterers.

Eligible Types of 
Food Businesses Include:



Informational Webinars
October 9, 2025, 10-11 AM EST
October 14, 2025, 5-6 PM EST

October 28, 2025, 12-1 PM EST

In-Person Office Hours
October 8, 2025, 2-5 PM EST

MLK Jr. Memorial Library, 901 G St NW, Washington, DC 20001

October 23, 2025, 2-5 PM EST
Mt. Pleasant Library, 3160 16th St NW, Washington, DC 20010

October 29, 2025, 11 AM-5 PM EST
MLK Jr. Memorial Library, 901 G St NW, Washington, DC 20001



Reducing Wasted Food: Back to School Session
Thursday, October 2nd, from 5-6pm

Virtual DC Food Policy Council Reducing Wasted Food Working Group meeting! 

You can register for our meeting on Teams here. This meeting will be a 🍎🍏
special Back to School session 🍎🍏 featuring a lightning round of short talks

from partners working to reduce wasted food in the DC school system! We will
hear from school staff about food recovery and donations from DC schools,

community food pantries, and more!

https://bit.ly/Back2School-ReducingWastedFood




