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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS
24 DCMR § 902



902.1 – Must have a permit.

902.7(a) – Enclosure not within 50 ft. of any building used for 
human habitation.

902.7(b) – Enclosure must be 250 ft. from any property line 
or must obtain written consent of all households within 
100 ft. of the boundaries of the encolsure.

902.7(c) – Must have adequate coops, pens, cotes, 
runways, and other enclosures approved with the permit.

SOURCE: Article 18, §§9-11 of the Police Regulations (May 1981).

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS
24 DCMR § 902



902.10 All coops, pens, cotes, runways, and other enclosures 
must be kept clean, dry, and sanitary at all times.

902.11 All droppings shall be composted with 12 in. of earth 
cover, or stored in water-tight metal containers with tight-fitting 
covers.

902.12 Coops, pens, cotes, runways, other enclosures, and the 
premises shall be free of rats, places where rats can harbor or 
obtain food, and conditions conducive to the breeding of flies.

SOURCE: Article 18, §§9-11 of the Police Regulations (May 1981).

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS
24 DCMR § 902



BACKYARD CHICKEN REQUIREMENTS
IN OTHER CITIES



Rockville, MD – Up to 5 on residential property

New York, NY – No limitation

Portland, OR – Up to 3 (No permit needed) 

San Francisco, CA - Up to 4 (No permit needed) 

Seattle, WA - Up to 8 (No permit needed)

NUMBER OF CHICKENS



Rockville, MD – Permit required; must show on your site plan 
where your coop will be kept.

New York, NY – None. Neighborhood complaints are basis for 
enforcement action.

Portland, OR – Required for 3+ hens.

San Francisco, CA - Required for 4+ hens & commercial purposes

Seattle, WA - Up to 8 (No permit needed)

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS



Rockville, MD – Coops or cages housing chickens must be located at 5 
feet from the property line and at least 40 feet from the primary residential 
structure. Coops and cages shall not be located in a front yard or side 
yard.

Portland, OR – At least 15 feet from any building used or capable of being 
used for human habitation, not including the applicant's own dwelling.

San Francisco, CA - Coops and enclosures must be 20 feet from any door, 
window, or human habitat. Animal keeping may not be for commercial 
purposes in residential districts. In industrial and commercial districts, small 
animals may not be kept for commercial purposes unless a proper permit 
is secured from the Department of Public Health. 

Seattle, WA - Structures must be located at least 10 feet away from any 
structure that includes a dwelling unit on an adjacent lot.

SETBACKS



Rockville, MD – Must provide written notice (includes email) of 
their intent to maintain chickens to all abutting neighbors prior to 
the chickens being brought onto the property.

Portland, OR – Notification to all property owners and residents 
within 150 feet of your property lines. If the Director determines by 
inspection that the specified animal facility is not being 
maintained in compliance with the issuance criteria, the 
specified animal facility permit shall no longer be valid and shall 
be revoked. 

NEIGHBOR NOTICE & CONSENT



Rockville, MD – Covered, predator-proof coop or cage that is 
well ventilated and designed to be easily accessed for cleaning.

Portland, OR – In good repair, capable of being maintained in a 
clean and in a sanitary condition, free of vermin, obnoxious 
smells and substances.

San Francisco, CA - Rodent-proof, all openings properly fly-
screened, and adequate provision must be made for the 
elimination of all odors.

ENCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS



Portland, OR – In good repair, capable of being maintained in a 
clean and in a sanitary condition, free of vermin, obnoxious 
smells and substances.

San Francisco, CA - The premises shall be rodent-proof, all 
openings properly fly-screened, and adequate provision must be 
made for the elimination of all odors.

RODENT PREVENTION



Rockville, MD – Waste must be disposed of at least once each 
day and in such manner to prevent unsanitary conditions and 
the cause of a nuisance such as odor or unsightly matter.

Portland, OR – In good repair, capable of being maintained in a 
clean and in a sanitary condition, free of vermin, obnoxious 
smells and substances.

WASTE DISPOSAL
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